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This study of the Minifundia society in the Guatemalan Highlands was intended to 
describe and analyze the social and economic complex within which these Mayan 
Indians lived and carried on their system of traditional agriculture. A random sample 
of 348 families were interviewed and results were reported. According to the survey 
the average household contained 5 members who provided the main labor force for 
the family farm. Almost 95 percent of the farmers claimed to own all or part of their 
land. Income from farming was low. and farmers supplemented their earnings either 
by engaging in various business ventures or by obtaining agricultural or industrial 
employment- The survey indicated that 62 percent of the farmers interviewed were 
illiterate, and 16 percent of those who were literate had never received any formal 
education. Only 26 percent of the children older than 7 years were attending school, 
while 54 percent had never enrolled in school and 29 percent had dropped out after 
enrollment. Tables are used extensively to present data resulting from the study- (TL) 
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All views, interpretations, recommendations, and conclusions 
expressed in this paper are those of the authors, and not 
necessarily those of the Land Tenure Center or of the sup- 
porting or cooperating institutions. 
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